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| S Story of St. Sgt. Grazdy 3. G:8ton-Frisco Citv Alabeme,
¢+ 321 8t. Bombardment Sauadron, 90th Bombardment Groun.
i
* It w s about nine o'clock in the 2vening, December Ist, I9L2 after
haring comnleted a bombing mission scmevwhere in the Southwest Pacific

that we were returning to our home bese in a 3%2), Liberator ithen e ran
into a terrific storm, Shortly after entering the storm our radio =nd
many other instruments were rendered useless =nd but for the excevticnal

ability of our Pilot, Lst. Lieut, Norman R.Grosson Cincinnati, Ohio,

we would vprobable have crashed long before we did, In trying to avoid the
ferccity of the storm Lt. Grosson trisd to circle it but after that failed
he thenwent to about 20,000 feet in order to try to Ply over it, .1l these
manoeuvers ssemed to no avail when muddenly we were out of the storm but

since our instruments were of no avail there was not much could be done
excent to come to a lower altitude znd try to ascertain our position, After
coming quite low we dropped our flares but could not determine our locality.
During these tactics our gascline was growing continually lower and finally
when only about 300 gallons remained in our tsnks, Lt. Grosson gave the
order for everyone to put on their 1life vests and parachutes in preparation
fer a jump 2nd at the same time he stzrted to climb hikhér in order to zain
enough altitude for everyone to have a chance to jump clesr of the airwmlane,
At 9,000 feet the order was given and after lcooking around I felt sure tha
there were no other peonle in the zirplane other then Lt. Grosson and myzelf
at which time I jumped., At the time of jumping we did not know whether we
were over land cor water but uvon landing with a considerable jolt I found
that my varachute had caught in seversl trees and that I ad landed in the
center of the cluster, After resting for a few moments I climbed one of the
trees from where I could see the airplane burning and could hear amrmunition
exploding, Just about thet time I heard someone calling "Hello"-"Hello",
after which I kept up an answer until Lt, Grimes, our bombardier joined me.
In the meantime Lt, Speltz, our Co-Pilot heard our voices and scon he joined
us.

Being about three o'clock in the morning of December Lth, we decided
it would be of no use to try to locate the airplane, therefore, we used our
perachutes as beds-we slevnt until sunrise, at which time we decided to try

to find the coast,

. After travelling Tor somefime we ran into L. Dyer, Cur Bombardier =nd
after taking inventorr, we found that he had the emergency rations from his
parachute and I had the embrgency rations Irom mine, which anounted tc four
bars of ch-colste candy, ons jungle knife, one 7ish hcok and line and a Tew
matches in a water-vroof container.

With four of us accounted for and togeth e rest of that
day and until about ten o'clcck the nsxt —o eacning the coast,.
‘e had not found any weter until tiris time n night Tell, e
were in osuite a2 had condition for want of a ettling Tor the
night, Lt, Grimes finally found 2 stasnant w alligators and
cther tymes of strange things awi-ming sroun were so glad to
see water thaet a vthing =slse did not metter,

esting for th ©
led us te fi
and one helf




had two.L5 evaliibre pistols with us and finally after tr"lﬁg several tines
on the fourth day we manaced to kill a woung bullock, “7e cut off as rnuch
meat as we could carry and after finding a suitable nl ce we bullt a fire,

cooking the me~t on the end of sticks. That was our fist meal and, of
course, we ate 211 that we could hold, Bv this tTime vie were onlvw thinking
of lessening the weight we d

had to carry, thersfore, we did not carrv anv
meat wvith us, in fa ct e discarded chrything nossible in order to lisghts
our lcad and after another day e h=d to throw away our vistéls as thev had
rusted to a vpoint where ve could not use then, Durﬁum ocur travel aown tlhe
beach e ran into several rivers. e tried to cet as ound cne or two of

thenm buf*tLe" didn't seem to™n \Qrrow encugh Tor us to walk across we declced
to swim, ‘'hew were all infestad with allil \' d crocodiles but luckil:y
vve did not zet hit by any of then, lany tines we waded throuzh zwud and
slush almost waist deem and at tines t.rougn Lﬂe dense jungle
growtn,

We had been fishing cvery nizht and at tines had auite a bit of luck
but scon we Tound ourselves with onl+ one fish heook left. e were
growing weaker all trhe time and after deciding to mele cam» Tfor the
night we threw out our fishing line, but this tirme en extra larse fish
took hold of it carrring awaw cur last chance cof fish For focd. Ffron
then on we tried using one "Safetv-pin-hook™, but had no luck as ther
vould alwars get off hefore setting o7 out of the water.

~fter trevelling for a con=iders csme unen
a large Tish, arparentlv a swori-Tish, ¢ ~ch. Lt. Drer

ame umon it auistly and after jumninz on his lonz bill I took @ junszle
knife and killed Iim, e hed onlv a : left =0 e ate hin
rav7 but 2t $thet sTege anvihing tast

During this time we had found s few wnatches of "Passion fruit" and
a Tew "cokkerells", but zfter evwhile we szcon tired of tihenp, (hev tastad
good to us but contained verwy little nocuriz T

Cn Decenber I3th = flisht of 3 B-2L's csme directly over us and after
using efe?“uli‘g nossible of signals they vent on their war without
seeine us. They were about I,000 Teet hizh et the tirg,that was about
the mest c150”u*avlnz mement we hod, cince we cculd see men looking outoof
the windows yet thev cculd not sse our signals,

On December 24th, we sizghted a small naper bark shack and at once
macde a dash for 1t, hooing vie would Tind somecne but to our dismay it
was emnty, and had ueeq for a long time, after locking ercund we
fc ond & water melon vine with 2 few small melons on it, Thsat was our meal

ight. It beWﬂ~ Caristras Zve we gatiered around sinzing carols
our r;st*“q sravers.
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Barly in Jdanuvary we s zoinz over an

tc zignal them out with

no Tcrm then on ou veSs a

just abcut the szme. e had takKen cers ¢f the 1little =melon nateh we had
found and by now there were aulty & Few melons “hich “rere small but we
shared <ne vetween us each evening while =hey lasted and while we were
sitting around takling about the deliciocus meals and desserts we had
enjoved during cur lives, Taliking about most anvtining that would hel®
pass the time beczuse at nizght the mostultoes and bugs were almost un-
bearable; meny tires we had to dury ourselves in the sand tc try to keew
them off,

Fach dawr e beceme v-zgker and v end on _ehruexr I0th, os we were
pre?%rinq : o ' ncl lan 1 1 L




Sy
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_ not worry

ut “hen he did not come in bv abecut I0C o'clock the next

I sterted domn Ho the river to cee if I could find him. It was
3.8

N

1 e~tra hard thet devy nd I was forced td return to the cabin.
v 2 otclock that alterncon the reain fad let up some and I returned to
t e river vhere I found him 1ving cn the beach, e was so wak from
crossing the river and lving so long in the rain that when he tried to
stand upn the wind would blow him down azal I also was verwv weak and
¥xnew I could not carry hi: so I tried g. It tcok me guite a long
ti~e but I finally zct him back to the I gave nim water and Tfed
him what few ma sicn Truit we ha
a few cockerells. YJuring the nig
he wasg able to sit un. After a c
quitw a bit but hi <
size. e ¢id not know the cauce T
on February 2Lth cn ™ return from ¢
feeling, He said "Feeling C.i." an
During the night I felt him zrsb = 1

be dreaming I laid his hend avay & .8 usuel befor v1liznt I started
cn my way to find food fcr us. Cn retwning to the shack I called to
him as usual but received norerly so I hurried to cur hut but it weas
too late, he had messed away. I Tfinally zot him dovm to where I had

nut Lt. Dyer but just about ccllavsed in the atitemnt ITrom weaxne:ss.
"That left me alone", for hcw leong nc one would ever know,
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s lezs and ankles had swollen to twice their normal
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his but mades the 2est of it and
e vtater hole I asked him how he was
we talked for & gzood long while,
v the wiist and th ing he might
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Long before this we hzd lost ocur Jjun~le knives but there was only
cne thing to do from then on and that was try to find focd and try ¢
hold out until someocne came to the c¢=bin becsuse thers were rive.s all
around the area and several hills which I was too ~eak to try to clicb.
One day in rcaming sround the area I came uvon a trse with an old
spear and file in & sack hanging from it, I was zled tc sze the syear
gs it meant that if I did 7ind anvthing I could at least cut it but
the handle was geone and every time I tried to use it my hands would
get cut so badly 1 could herdlv stand the rain. I came across a few
sa crabs and found that I had to use wmert of th ack to nrotect my

uld bite
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hands as when I would reach in the hole for the my
hands b dlv. These did not last very long.
s the river looking Tor
(thevw =re a W imiler to cur *clf or covo
gratbed = sti owing tha: if I kit cne of
a tack me T k & chance and just sceared them
for sometime but finallr disa neared.
~

The next dav while 2o ng dcvn the besch I found six of them eating
from 2 calf tihat they had a»nvarsntly just illed. Zy that time the cnly
thing that mattered to me was food, =nd here was nlenty of it. so I scared
them off wizh a stick I was carrying and wroceedsd to s2t where toney
h-d le 't cff, Len I haed Tinished I cut a lez from khe calf and took
it back to the cabin, +his lssted for a counle of days ral
Tl on I TalX 0 tihe Tezch I ned come across 3¢ hes of

3 wasned sshicre “hich I elsc ¢

shen cwcept ©hat =zch
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he wade a meke shift calendar on the vall of the cabin with th dates
on 1t of Lt, Grimes, It., Dver's and Li. Svweltzts deesths and before zeoing
in hunt for food I h:d written thaw if snyone came end I was not There,
they - ould know I wes nesrby beczuse by ncw I had jrown so weak I did
not feel tha: I could 1l:st but & Tew dars longer, 1t was such & hard
job for me to move to try to find food, every few Tfeet I would h=ve to
ston znd rest for a long time, Cn April 2Ist, I hrd been searching the
beach Tor fish and when o no ind eny nmore I Vant into “he woods
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the c=bin I sav black tov
t I 1ﬂag1ned T V"s seeing things,
v | T followed him es

in search of herries.
ridins & horse ¢dovm the
I could not understand

best I COU,d e final : . found & vhite men
and geveral wore black Lo bout jummed out of e with
jor et seelngzg a human i come To rcund up stray cattle,
The only food they rad ith Bk me brezd and cold beef but after a
lizht meal of this I felt that 2 in the world could h=ve tasted DbpetterT.
Tt went down so fast I did not r e it, but had to be careful I 4id not
eat too much, I wr 50 =xcited 2t finally finding someone that I did not
rest or sleen & thet ni~ht., In the morning the men fixed some "Jchnnie
Cakes" ih were v good. ifter esting he mut me cn one of his horses
2nd s arted back to his rouse. It vas 27 miles ewvay and the ride was very
hardifor me but by ve arrived =t his mlsce late in
afternoon, He kille that 7 v -nd zven tho oo I had al
heerd that zoot : Tyl Tooo. bo me, EHe
fixed & good m lots of vill, The next nernirz e kill-
ed & voung bullo much tco soob because I got vervsick.
AT the tire of the £ 1bs., but by now I wes dovm To about
iOO lbu. During th vervsood To me and in three Cr
our dayvs I was 2D g around a little bit, Ly old tattsred
0¢otnes were stiff ok them off of me and save me 3ome
ivilian clothes t tco biz. I stawved with him for

. e i
ezan to pick un weizht and
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two weeks during T i fael as
though I could go e of his boys to a police out nost
located a a place 5 milss awav, It wss thé first case
the nokice had hear o it The time there were zbout I5 O
O Lfustralian Scoldd in that section., 'ith the ald of the
black boy &= gul 11 throusgh country where no vehicle
lﬂ
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ed =& - wo and one half dawvs of herd work they reached
I cn to the czbin I had used and vicked
neltz after which we went to the town oT
ight men, mostly natives., This was Hay

r a day or two while he arranged to

a
had ever trave
the nlace where d 3
up the bodies of Lu. Dyer and Lt. 3
Boorolola which consistéd of just e
Au“, I staved with the Pcliceman To

t

have a smell airvnlane »ick me un at a nlace called Anthonys Lagoon. The
gscldiers put me in tTheir truck =nd drove I85 miles to the’ smell field where
he sirvlane wouild land,., The mlsne arrived the next day. e flew to a vlace
called Canmoweal where we spent the 1igrt and the next day he tock me on to
Cloncurry. Averyone there was very nice to me, 1 intended to keen my
lon=z beard and hair until I could join some of my r endis >ut the
berher insisted that I 1let 2im cut it off which 1 'hcle tovm was
very zood to me, ziving me money, clothing or an I mizht need

and taking me to thelr homes for meals.

I hed been in Cloncurry a counle of days when on iiay IIth , some
imerican Officers stooved 2t the FHotel znd asked for me. They gave e =
bundle of clothing and - that Za>t. M.Jd.7oster of San “@p Oﬂio
Tuxus (member of 1y orgsa 3 zent them and nade arx ;

elr airmlane ©o 3 return trin the next aay. Thet 4
seened lils o me hut =35 ncon the follovinzg d=27
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they retu-ned for me, I don't balLeve I was any hevonier &t seeing anyone
in my 1ife as I was that zroun of American Cffloers and Enlisted men.

Their nemes rere -.C.R4or Schultz Pilot of San Antonic, Texzs; F.O.
Henry C. Ell;g, CO-zilot, llew 3Zoston, Texss; Lt., James L.Lauzhlin,
Navigator, Covinth, Iiississinpi; lt. Jabobson, Intellizence Officer
Boston llass; 3.3gt. arren Buhrman, Znzineer 36, Paul, inn;

Cni. Lerovr folan, Radioc Cnerstor T“‘” Island, llew York.

loncurrry at 2bout I:30
in Townsville 2% about 5:30 P.IIL, where Cant
2

me to the Hospital “here I now am clowly o inz. I have since seen

my former Pilot Lt. Grosson who told me there was St. Roy L../ilson
Celumbus, Chio, one of our zunners who had been nicked up ith him cn
December I8th, I was very happy to know thet at least some of our crew had

been saved,



